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 July 2019 

 

 Now that my retirement at the end of November has been announced, you may be won-
dering about the role of our Presbytery in the transition and in the eventual choice of a new 
pastor.  We are part of the Presbyterian Church (USA), and we support and are supported by 
our denomination. 
 

 The work of denominations has changed significantly since I was ordained in 2004, as evi-
dent in the fact that the staff at the General Assembly office in Louisville has been downsized 
several times.  At this level, the denomination has the role of setting policies and standards 
for ordained ministers. 
 

 Our Presbytery office also has fewer staff members.  When I arrived in the Miami Valley, 
we had an executive presbyter, an associate presbyter, a stated clerk, an office manager, an 
associate for Hispanic ministry, a bookkeeper, and a manager of the resource center; three of 
those paid positions have been eliminated, and hours for some have been reduced.  And yet, 
our Presbytery still helps individuals discern if they are called to pastoral leadership and still 
spends a substantial amount of time supporting congregations and pastors in times of change 
and crisis. 
 

 Support for our transition will predominantly come through the Presbytery’s Committee 
on Ministry.  This congregation’s liaison from COM is the Rev. Linda Niece, a retired chaplain at 
Miami Valley Hospital.  Like all members of the COM, she is a volunteer (not paid staff).  She is 
an excellent listener and has considerable experience with churches in transition.    She is like-
ly to be at a number of our session meetings over the next few months. 
 

 Linda will offer feedback and guidance as session develops plans for the future; she will in-
terpret any denominational requirements, and support this congregation in any way she can.  
I know that her prayers, and those of other Presbytery committee members and staff, are for 
the health and vibrancy of this congregation.  I know they have been praying for me as well.
                                   (Continued Page 2) 

Pastor’s Prayers  
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A NOTE FROM THE ECCLESIAL – OUR RESIDENT CHURCH MOUSE 

 Happy Summer!  Hopefully the rains will subside and we can all enjoy some warmth 

and sunshine.  Did you notice the beautiful flowers in front of the church?  Art and Judy  

Myers planted the geraniums in honor of their parents.  The flowers that line the ramp en-

trance were planted by Frank and Sara Jane Lowe.  They keep them maintained and weeded 

throughout the summer so we can all enjoy them.  The mulching was done by the Boy Scouts 

– both at the front entrance and the area that faces Broad Street.  We are so lucky to have 

such wonderful volunteers to beautify our property.  

  You may also have noticed the change of décor in the lower narthex.  It is so fresh and 

summery looking.  I saw Linda Hartsock and Diane Sondergelt sneak in and do it – but please 

don’t tell them I told you. 

 In case you missed it,  we were able  to participate  in the sacrament of  baptism for  

Martha Joan Cook last month.  What a wonderful time of celebration for Martha, her broth-

er, parents, and their extended family.  I am so pleased that my family was able to watch 

from our hiding places.  We appreciated the cake afterwards – we always look forward to 

leftovers from fellowship time! 

 There was also a BIG rummage sale in June.  I hear that they beat their record by sev-

eral hundred dollars.  There was a lot of activity before, during, and after the sale – so we 

didn’t get our afternoon naps, but it was fun to see so much happening.  It’s a little lonely in 

Fellowship Hall without all the hubbub, but I did hear they are planning a blanket-making 

party and a Meet-N-Eat, so we have those events to look forward to. 

 As I mentioned last month, Shelia Yux retired on June 28th.  It’s sad to see her go, but 

we all are wishing her happiness and Godspeed in this new chapter of her life.  

 Until we talk again next month, I hope you have a wonderful and safe time 

during the celebration of our Nation’s Independence.      

         ~Ecclesial Mouse 

(Continued from Page 1) 

My prayers as well go up for this congregation’s health and vibrancy. In the next five months,  
I will do my best to serve and support you, with God’s help. 
 

** Loving God, you want us to give thanks for all things, to fear nothing except losing you, and 
to lay all our cares on you, knowing that you care for us.  Protect us from faithless fears and 
worldly anxieties, and grant that no clouds in this life may hide from us the light of your im-
mortal love shown to us in your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

Grace and peace, Pastor Karen  
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Session Recap 
 June 19, 2019 

 

Karen led our opening devotions reading 
from Matthew 28: 16-20. Foundations of 
Presbyterian Polity (Part 1 of the Book of 
Order) is this year's Presbytery joint focus 
to help equip ourselves in the 21st century. 
The June focus is Book of Order sections F-
1.02-F.0205. Prayers for Joys and Concerns 
were shared followed with a unison prayer 
to begin our meeting. 
 
Karen welcomed our guests from the Com-
mittee on Ministry (COM). The Rev. Linda 
Niece is our COM liaison. The Rev. Angie 
Schenck is a colleague on the committee.  
 
The Clerk reported a quorum was present. 
The roll of total members is 111. 
 
The 2019 Financial Report prepared by  
Carolyn McMillan was distributed prior to 
the meeting. Total income for May 2019 
was $13,819.76; total expenses 
$17,487.91; net - $3,668.15. 
 
Pastor Karen announced that she plans to 
retire effective November 30, 2019. Her 
last day to preach will be Sunday, Novem-
ber 24.  
 
Our guests were attending today's meeting 
to provide support following Karen's an-
nouncement.  Linda Niece, our liaison, will 
be attending our session meetings to help 
us discern our pastoral needs when Karen 
leaves.  She will also provide help in defin-
ing the goals in our visioning for the future.  

Session  
 
 Approved with regret, the retirement re-

quest of Pastor Karen Cassedy.  
 Approved the May 15, 2019 meeting 

minutes with two minor corrections. 
 Approved Ken Gadd as our Elder Commis-

sioner to a Special Presbytery meeting on 
June 25, 2019.  

 Approved Wednesday, July 10, 2019, to call 
a special meeting to discuss our visioning 
process and next steps.   

 Approved Wednesday, July 17, 2019, as our 
next regular meeting date.  

 Approved vacation for Pastor Karen from 
July 22 through July 28, 2019.  

 

Additional Information: 

 

Secretary Shelia Yux retired on June 28, 2019.  

Volunteers have agreed to staff the office until 

a final decision is made regarding staffing.  

 

New office hours will begin July 2: 

Tuesday through Friday 

10:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. 

 

Session reviewed the July calendar noting addi-

tions and corrections, such as adding the spe-

cial session meeting on July 10 and adding 

Karen's vacation. 

CLERK’S  CORNER 
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Shelia’s retirement luncheon at 

Teaberries, in Springfield with the 

ladies of the church,  

(at least 30 of them). 

What a fun day for all!  

See page 5 for more photos.   
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Teaberries in Springfield offered good service, good food, good prices. 

It is a really nice place to go to feel comfortable and pampered. 
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Sunday Mornings:  We are currently studying Exodus.  We look at a variety of translations 

each week, and discuss the relevance of the scriptures for our lives today.  All are welcome! 

(This class gathers at 8:45 a.m. in the Boardroom.) 

 

Tuesday Mornings:  Woody Ensor continues to lead this weekly Bible study over breakfast at 

Foy’s Grill.  Again, all are welcome!  (This group meets at 7:00 a.m., before heading out to 

their various volunteer and other commitments.) 

 

Thursday afternoons:   We are taking a summer break, but will begin a new series in Septem-
ber. 
 
                                                  PREVIEW OF COMING ATTRACTIONS! 
 

This fall, the 1:00 p.m. Thursday class will take up the DVD series, Jesus and His Jewish Influ-
ences, created by renowned archaeologist and biblical scholar Dr. Jodi Magness of The Uni-
versity of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  One of our favorite professors, she points out that 
Jesus’ actions and teachings didn’t emerge from a vacuum.  They were actually products of a 
fascinating dialogue with ancient Jewish beliefs.  Some of the questions we will consider dur-
ing the 24-lecture course (12 classes before and 12 after Christmas) will include: 
 

 How was early Judaism different from the Judaism practiced today? 
 How did events like the Babylonian exile and the reign of Herod the Great affect the de-
velopment of Judaism up to Jesus’ time? 
 What did it really mean to be a Jew in ancient Israel, and what did that mean for Jesus? 
Was Jesus a Pharisee?  Could he have been an Essene? 
 

The roots of Jesus’ ministry are impacted by ancient texts and archaeological discoveries, as 
well as the scriptures of the Old and New Testaments and the books of the Apocrypha. Em-
bark on an in-depth investigation of the ancient world that Jesus was born into, and revisit 
the tumultuous events of early Jewish history, with the specific purpose of understanding 
how they shaped an individual—and a movement—whose legacy endures to this very day. 
As this newsletter goes to press, the first class is planned for September 12.  For more infor-
mation, please see Denise Lo Cicéro or Shirley Schlafman.   

 

 

ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS 
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WOMEN’S STUDY COMING SOON! 

A 3-week study of the book Women Rowing North will be conducted in the lounge August 8, 

15 and 22.  We will be going to lunch at 11:30 at different locations close by for fellowship, 

then back to the Church to begin study at 1:00 for approximately 1 hour.  If you are unable to 

join us for lunch, we will miss you, but look forward to your joining us for discussion.   

The book is about “Navigating Life’s Currents and Flourishing as We Age.”   It is a discussion of 

the many issues we may face as we approach our golden years. We know that life is easier to 

navigate if you are prepared and have your “sisters” by your side!  It is not required that you 

read the book to participate, but if you like, we can order one for you. 

A sign-up board will be in the narthex in the coming weeks.  If you have any questions or 

would like a book, please see Marlene Acus, Julie Brown, Shirley Schlafman, or Beth Thomas.  

They will be happy to help you.   

Church World Services (CWS) provided a large supply of clean up buckets and hygiene kits 

for tornado relief to the Presbytery of the Miami Valley for use in the local area.   These buck-

ets contained laundry soap, cleaning supplies, clothes lines and clothes pin, rags, gloves and 

masks among other items.  The hygiene kits contained toothpaste, toothbrushes, mouth 

wash, shampoo, and soap.  As a reminder, our church participates in the CROP Walk every 

Fall, and this is where part of our money goes.  Please keep this in mind when you see Darrel 

Leister at the table in the Narthex in September accepting pledges.  Hopefully we will never 

need CWS, but it’s nice to know they are there if required!  
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Happy Birthday! 

  

Jul 1 Sara Jane Lowe 

  Lily Yeh 

 10 Art Myers 

 11 Edward Lŏw 

 14 Shelda Cox 

 20 Margaret Beaver 

 22 Dorothy Anderson 

 27 Marlene Acus 

 31 Jeff Firestone 

  Maryann Schneider 

Aug  10 Kenny Brown 

 18 Shirley Schlafman 

 25 Barbara Bush 

Dear Congregation of FPC; 
 

Thanks so much to all the ladies of the church for 

joining in my retirement celebration at Teaber-

ries.  What fun we had! 

 

Thanks to Judy Myers, Julie Brown, Marlene 

Acus, Diane Sondergelt, Jan Brown, Corkie Win-

ters, Maryann Schneider and to anyone else that 

assisted in the planning of the event in my honor.  

I hope I haven’t left anyone out.  It was so much 

fun!  And it added to my special memories of my 

time with all of you. 

 

There are a lot of movers and shakers around 

here, men and women who are motivated to  

serve our Lord through the church.  God Bless you, 

you each deserve a medal.  I admire you all!  Now 

it’s my turn to find ways to serve our Lord. 

 

A big thank you to Barbara Bush and Denise  

Lo Cicéro for all the support they have given me 

over the last eight years.  I could not have done it 

without them.  My husband calls Barb my ‘little 

buddy’ and she truly is my buddy (and little).   

My grandson calls Denise and Jean-Luc my best 

friends from France.  I love you ‘girls.’ 

 

Thanks to Pastor Karen for all the sweetness that 

she has sent my way. It has truly been a pleasure 

to work with a woman of so many talents.  Karen 

is a joy not only to me but to all of the people in 

this congregation.  

 

I can honestly say, I love all of you and you are 

the  best and sweetest group of people that I have 

ever known…   

 

Love,  Shelia 

 

P.S.  I will be around sometimes.  I have learned to 

love Fairborn and I am less than 8 miles away. 

Our friendships will continue...I promise. 
 

One of our supper clubs enjoying a meal 

at Crossroads BBQ in Fairborn. 

Art Myers, Judy Myers, Pat Kelsey, Julie Brown,  

Kenny Brown,  Tom Kelsey, Chuck Ryan  

and Shirley Schlafman. 
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July 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 
7:00 am Bible 

Study  at Foy’s Grill 

3 
No Hope Circle 

for the summer 

4 
Office Closed 

 

5 6 

7 
8:45 am Adult  

Bible Study 
 
 

10:15 am  

Worship with 

communion  

8 
1:00 pm   

St Vincent Cooks 

5:30 pm  

St Vincent Servers 

9 
7:00 am Bible 

Study  at Foy’s Grill 

10 
10:00 am  

Special Session-

meeting (BR) 

11 
 1:00 pm 

CLS Mtg (BR) 
 

12 13 

14 
8:45 am Adult  

Bible Study 
 

10:15 am  

Worship 

15 16 
7:00 am Bible 

Study  at Foy’s Grill 

17 
10:00 am 

Session (BR) 

 
 

18 
2:30 Deacons Mtg 

(BR) 

 

19 20 

21 
8:45 am Adult  

Bible Study 
 

10:15 am  

Worship 

22 

 

 

 

23 
7:00 am Bible 

Study  at Foy’s Grill 

24 
10:00 Cook  

11:30 Serve  

lunch at Senior 

Center 

 

 

25 
Lifeline Deadline 

for articles 

26 27 

28 
8:45 am Adult  

Bible Study 
 

10:15 am  

Worship/ Denise 

preaching 

29 30 
7:00 am Bible 

Study  at Foy’s Grill 

31 LL to web   

 

Pastor Karen is on vacation this week        

Karen off 
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Lifeline—the monthly newsletter  of the   

First Presbyterian Church of  Fairborn, Ohio 

1130 Highview Dr,  Fairborn, OH  45324 

“The Friendliest Church in Town” 
 

Sunday Adult Bible Study:  8:45 a.m.    Sunday Worship:  10:15 a.m. 
 

Pastor:  Reverend Karen Cassedy 

Education and Mission Coordinator  and  Director of Music:  Denise Lo Cicéro 

Financial Secretary:  Carolyn McMillan 

Director of Chancel Ringers:  Rena Leatherman 

Organist:  Jeff Firestone 

 

Remember! FISH Pantry donations are the first Sun-

day of each month. Non-perishable items may be 

brought in any Sunday and placed in the barrel in 

the narthex. 

Suggested donations are: 

Canned Soups   

Canned Vegetables    

Canned Fruit    

Canned Juices                 

Canned Meats 

(Tuna, Stews, Spam, etc.) 

Boxed Items 

(Rice, Cereal, Crackers, Mac n’ Cheese, etc.) 

Baby Items 

(Diapers, Formula, Canned Foods, etc.) 

Personal Hygiene Items 

(Soap, Shampoo, Toothbrushes, etc.) 

Thank you for your generous donations! 

Articles for the August 2019  Lifeline need  to 

be  in the office by July 25. 

There will be a limited number of  

copies of the Lifeline in the lower narthex  

at the Welcome/Visitors table if you  

want to pick one up.        

_______________ 

 

Please let the office  know  

of any meetings that you have  

scheduled in the church building  

so that we can maintain an  

accurate calendar and  

answer questions as folks call. 


